
 

Morning Worship 

23rd Sunday after Pentecost 

November 12, 2017, 10:30 a.m. 

GATHERING AROUND THE WORD 

As the Prelude begins, we invite you into a period of quiet reflection  
as we gather as a community and prepare our hearts to worship God. 

PRELUDE Sonata In D Jean-Jacques Naudot (1690-1762) 
 III. Gavotte; IV. Gigue 
 Amy Orsinger Whitehead, flute* 

WELCOME AND CONCERNS OF THE CHURCH  Rebecca Guzman 
  The Lord be with you. 
  And also with you.    

INTROIT We Praise Thee, O God Joseph Barnby 

* CALL TO WORSHIP  Rebecca Guzman 
One:  We are pulled in many directions.  
Many: Many duties and tasks seek to lay claim on our lives. 
One:  This day, in this place, let service to God be your choice. 
Many: This day, in this place, we open our hearts and spirits to God. 
One:  Blessed be the God of creation who has called us here. 
All:  Praise be to God who sustains and nurtures our lives. Amen. 

* HYMN  I Greet Thee, Who My Sure Redeemer Art (v. 1-3, 5) No. 457 

CALL TO CONFESSION  Rebecca Guzman 

PRAYER OF CONFESSION (unison)   
O Lord, there never seems to be enough time to do all the things that are demanded 
of us. Schedules become crowded. We live by the clock. We think we are ready for 
all events that will come our way. But we are rarely ready for you. We would like you 
to come to us at a planned time so that we can fit you into our busy lives. Forgive 
us, Lord, for trying to make you a scheduled event. We have moved you to a time on 
our weekly calendars. Yet you are the eternal God who has always loved us and 
been ready to receive us. Help us to learn that, with you as our foundation, we can 
handle anything that comes our way. With you as our focus, all things pale in 
comparison. Let us look at the priorities in our lives and see where we have placed 
service to you.  (silence) 

 Leader:  Trusting your mercy, we lift these prayers to you in the name of Jesus Christ, our 
 redeemer.  Amen. 

ASSURANCE OF PARDON   

Please silence all communication devices in the Sanctuary.  
* Please stand as you are able.  



* RESPONSE OF PRAISE   Gloria Patri No. 567 
 Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit; as it was in the 
 beginning, is now, and will be forever.  Amen. Amen. Amen. 

LISTENING 

We listen for the word of God through song, Scripture, and preaching. 

ANTHEM They Shall Soar Like Eagles Laura Manzo 
“…. rise up and soar like eagles. 

They who wait upon the Lord shall not be weary. 
They shall never stumble, but gain new strength and power. 

They who wait upon the Lord. 
They who are weary and burdened with sorrow 

need not despair there is hope for tomorrow. 
God will be there each time you call on Him.” 

Chancel Choir 
Amy Orsinger Whitehead, flute 

CHILDREN’S WORSHIP   Rebecca Guzman 

As the children ages four years through third grade gather and recess to the Chapel for 
Children’s Worship, the congregation is invited to join in singing: 

What does the Lord require of you?  What does the Lord require of you? 
To seek justice, and love kindness, and walk humbly with your God.  

Congregation:  The peace of Christ be with you. 
Children:  And also with you. 

What does the Lord require of you?  What does the Lord require of you? 
To seek justice, and love kindness, and walk humbly with your God. 

The children will return to join their families at the Doxology. 

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION   Dr. Matthew S. Brown 

READING FROM THE OLD TESTAMENT     Joshua 24:1-3a, 14-25  Pew Bible pp. 215-216 

READING FROM THE GOSPELS   John 6:66-69 Pew Bible p. 99 

 This is the Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 

SERMON Antisocial Idols Dr. Brown 

RESPONDING 

We respond to the hearing of God’s word through affirmation, offering, prayers. 

* HYMN  Love Divine, All Loves Excelling  No. 376  

* AFFIRMATION OF FAITH   From: A Declaration of Faith, Chap. 9, Sec. 3 
Dr. Brown 

 We believe Christ calls us to live in the presence of God.  Jesus lived with a 
constant sense of his Father's presence. He put God's claim on his life above all 
else. He joined others in God's worship and praise.  He drew strength from the 



Scriptures.  He prayed and taught his disciples to pray.  We believe Christ gives us 
and demands of us personal lives that are centered in God and open to God's reality 
and rule. 

 It is part of our discipline to observe a day of worship and rest, setting aside our 
own working to enjoy God's work, celebrating with sisters and brothers the Lord's 
goodness. We need constantly to search out God's way in Scripture, not expecting 
detailed directions for every decision, but relying on the Word to tell us who God is, 
to press God's present claim on us, and to assure us of God's grace and comfort.  

 Life in God's presence issues in life for others, for if we do not love sisters and 
brothers whom we see, we cannot love God whom we do not see.  

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE AND THE LORD’S PRAYER (unison)                                  Dr. Brown 
. . . “Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy 
will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread, and 
forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors, and lead us not into temptation, but 
deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, 
forever.” Amen. 

OFFERTORY Sonata in D Jean-Jacques Naudot 
 I. Gravement;   II. Allemande 
 Amy Orsinger Whitehead, flute 

* DOXOLOGY  No. 592 
Praise God from whom all blessings flow; Praise Him, all creatures here below; 
Praise Him above, ye heavenly host; Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost. Amen. 

* PRAYER OF DEDICATION (unison)   Rebecca Guzman 
Blessing upon blessing has been given to us, O Lord, from your great bounty. Now 
we return these gifts to you. Bless these gifts and the lives that they represent and 
cause them to work for you in this world which you have loaned to us. In Jesus’ 
Name, we pray. Amen. 

* HYMN  Lift High the Cross No. 371 

INVITATION TO DISCIPLESHIP 

* CHARGE AND BENEDICTION  Dr. Brown 

* CONGREGATIONAL RESPONSE 
 Surely the presence of the Lord is in this place, I can feel his mighty power and his 

grace. I can hear the brush of angels’ wings, I see glory on each face. Surely the 
presence of the Lord is in this place.  Amen. 

POSTLUDE God the Father, Be Our Stay Samuel Scheidt  
  (1587-1654) 
  

 
 
  
 
 



 
Worship Notes 

Leading Worship this Morning   
 Dr. Matthew S. Brown, Pastor 
 Rebecca Guzman, Director of Spiritual Formation 
 Audrey McConnell, Director of Music 
 Amy Orsinger White, Guest Flute Player 

A native of Pennsylvania, Amy Orsinger Whitehead has played flute in the Charlotte 
Symphony Orchestra since 1997.  She also performs in the Rhodora Winds and the Laurel 
Trio, and coaches the woodwind section of the Charlotte Symphony Junior Youth Orchestra. 
Amy holds flute   performance degrees from Duquesne University in Pittsburgh and the 
University of Wisconsin - Milwaukee’s Institute of Chamber Music.  She has taught flute at 
Spelman College, Wingate   University and Queen’s University.  Amy is currently on faculty at 
Davidson College.   We welcome her return to SMPC today! 

Please sign the Friendship Register as it is passed.  To update contact information in our 
database, contact smpcoffice@smpchome.org.   

MOBILE GIVING:  As an alternative to the traditional offering plate, you may give via credit 
card from your mobile device at www.SMPChome.org/GiveOnline. 

The Session of South Mecklenburg Presbyterian Church will meet on Sunday, November 19 at 
11:45 a.m. in the Chapel to receive new members.  If you have interest in membership, please 
speak to one of the pastors following today’s service.  

The flowers in the Sanctuary are offered to the glory of God and in loving memory of Sue 
and O.C. Rawls by Mary Lynn and Gary Rawls. 

Worship Teams  
 Elders: Dick Engle, Donna Podgorny 
 Ushers: Michael Zagora, Head Usher; Jim Loftus, Peggy Merritt, Donna Podgorny,  
 Bob Williamson, Mary Katheryne Zagora 
 A/V:  Bill Bishop 

Hospitality Teams 
 Connection Center Host:  Amy Eberhardt 
 Coffee Grounds Hosts:  Julie & Greg Hobby, Ron Morgan 

Note to Parents:  We offer childcare for infants through kindergarten in their Sunday school 
classrooms each Sunday during the 10:30 a.m. Worship Service. Additional information or 
questions, contact Rebecca Guzman, Director of Spiritual Formation, 
Rebecca@smpchome.org. 
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